



Meeting of the
POLICY COMMITTEE

November 21, 2011
Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies
281 Park Avenue South
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Members Present: Yves Gebhardt, Kristin Goodwin, Sandy Guillaume, Matthew Lesieur, Lorna Littner, Esther Lok, Lucky Michaels, Jan Carl Park, Andresa Person

Members Absent: Susan Alston, Kareem Clemons, Gregory Cruz, Christopher Cunningham, Sharon Doctor, Elaine Greeley, Graham Harriman, Paul Meissner, Kimberly Sanders, Gloria Searson, Dorella Walters

NYC DOHMH Staff Present: Marybec Griffin-Tomas, Merline Jean-Casimir, Rafael Molina, Nina Rothschild

Others Present: Randall Bruce, Billy Fields, Lyndel Urbano

Material Distributed:

· Agenda
· Minutes from the October 2011 Meeting
· Policy Committee List of Open and Closed Items
· Presentation on the Essential Health Benefits of the ACA: What Are the Implications for PLWHA?
· Housing Works Update on HASA Housing
· New York City AIDS Memorial Park Campaign
· NYC AIDS Budget Material
· ABAC Article on Congressional Spending Bill
· Congressional Budget Office Article on Estimated Impact of Automatic Budget Enforcement Procedures Specified in the Budget Control Act
· NYS HIV Testing Regulations
· The Impact of Recent HRA/HASA Rental Assistance Policy Changes on New Yorkers Living with HIV/AIDS – Findings from a Survey of Community-Based Case Managers
· Housing Works Material on HRA Cuts to Brokers Fees
· HRA Brokers List (November 2011)
· Material on Proposal for an AIDS Memorial Park and Learning Center Across from St. Vincent’s
· HRSA Monitoring Standards Task Force Talking Points
· Agency Gap Closing Programs Summary
· Invitation Program to the XIX International AIDS Conference
· Planning Council November Calendar
· November 2011 Planning Council Month-at-a-Glance

Welcome/Introductions/Moment of Silence/Review of the Contents of the Meeting Packet: Committee members introduced themselves and observed a moment of silence.  Jan Carl Park welcomed meeting participants, reminded them to attend events around town on World AIDS Day, and reviewed the contents of the meeting packet.  

Essential Health Benefits of the Affordable Care Act’s Insurance Exchanges: The Institute of Medicine recommended examining small business benefits packages when determining the components of the essential benefits package (EHB) to be offered by the health insurance exchanges of the Affordable Care Act (ACA).  The Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services, Kathleen Sebelius, will determine the components of the essential health benefits package, and all newly enrolled Medicaid patients will receive these benefits.  This package may, however, not meet all the needs of newly diagnosed PLWHAs.  

Nina Rothschild gave a presentation on the EHB and HIV-specific recommendations for the EHB compiled by the Health Care Access Work Group.  A copy of the presentation is posted on the Planning Council website at www.nyhiv.org.  Matt Lesieur suggested taking the points made by the Health Care Access Work Group and the CAEAR Coalition and sending a letter to weigh in on the components or submitting testimony.  He also suggested looking at what the Special Needs Plans (SNPs) are doing regarding the EHBs.

Review of the List of Open and Closed Items: Mr. Park reviewed the Policy Committee’s List of Open and Closed Items:

· Organ Donation to and from HIV-Infected Individuals: The letter is almost finished and ready to go.  
· Social Security and Disability: We are waiting for a public comment period before sending this letter.
· 30% of Income toward Rent: We have been chastised for taking action on this issue in the past and will inform Planning Council members about it but will let them take action individually.
· Medicaid Redesign: All the issues will come together in December.  
· Blood Donation by MSM: The Food and Drug Administration will reconsider its position on this issue.  Jan Park agreed to track down GMHC’s statements on this issue and share with the Committee.  He also suggested encouraging the NYC DOHMH to address this issue.  
· HRA/HASA Housing Policy and Brokers Fees: Nina Rothschild agreed to draft a letter to the HRA Commissioner on this topic.
· Health Care Reform: At the next Policy Committee meeting, we should discuss how the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is rolling out and what the successes are (e.g., young people are able to remain on their parents’ insurance until age 26).

Super Committee/Deficit Reduction: Mr. Lesieur stated that talks have collapsed.  The main concerns are entitlements vs. revenue.  If members cannot agree we will face across-the-board cuts in 2013, giving Congress a year to figure out what will happen.  Starting in 2013, we will see equal cuts to defense and to entitlements, but Medicare and Social Security will not be touched.  One offer on the table was means testing for Medicare and Social Security, but the proposal didn’t go anywhere.  A cut of 8% or 9% to Ryan White is possible – a lot of money.  Mr. Lesieur noted that sequestration may be the best of the ugly options.  

HASA’s New Security Deposit/Brokers Fee Policy: HRA proposes only paying half a month’s rent as security, rather than a full month’s rent.  In addition, HASA proposes that instead of receiving a check, landlords would receive a voucher.  Unfortunately, HASA never informed anyone about the situation, and people have lost their apartments.  Kristin Goodwin has been receiving calls from COBRA case managers at Housing Works.  In a survey of case managers across the City, half of the case managers who responded said that the policy has already kept at least one client from obtaining housing.  Harlem United has already lost 80 brokers.  Many brokers are asking clients to pay the other half of the security fee, and clients are working with loan sharks, turning to prostitution, and selling their HIV medications in order to obtain the money.  

The City claims that the policy will save $4.5 million.  At an upcoming City Council meeting, Commissioner Doar will be under a lot of pressure to change the policy.  The Policy Committee can weigh in: we can check with Ryan White housing providers to see whether the policy is having an impact on their ability to make placements, and the answer to the question may form the basis of a letter to Commissioner Doar and testimony for City Council hearings.  Nina Rothschild agreed to draft a letter re the proposed cuts to members of the City Council Finance Committee and cc Speaker Quinn.

AIDS Memorial Park and Learning Center: Matt Lesieur discussed a proposal to turn a space across from the former St. Vincent’s Hospital into a memorial to the AIDS epidemic.  St. Vincent’s was one of the first hospitals in the country to have an AIDS ward, and the space would be both a memorial and a celebration.  Mr. Lesieur recommended that the full Planning Council send a letter in support of the AIDS memorial park and become a coalition member.

Medicaid Redesign Housing Work Group: Although the 30% of income towards rent proposal was not signed into law by former Governor David Paterson, the proposal was submitted to the Medicaid redesign housing workgroup.  The proposal could lead to savings of $50 million and $23 million through a reduction in new infections.  Each Medicaid redesign work group will vote on proposals and present them to the full Medicaid Redesign Team as a package for an up-and-down vote.  The letter in circulation supports a policy and is not intended to influence legislation and falls within our purview.  Nina Rothschild agreed to obtain a copy of the letter and bring it to the full Planning Council for sign-on.  

Counseling and Testing Regulations: The HIV counseling and testing regulations released by New York State eliminate written consent for an HIV test and mandate offering the test to patients between the ages of 13 and 64.  Mr. Lesieur suggested sending a letter supporting these regulations and, in particular, supporting the routinization of testing, lest physicians say that the regulations are a burden and attempt to overturn them.  Comments are due by December 19th, 2011. 
  
International AIDS Conference: On July 24th, there will be a national and international mobilization for action on the mall in Washington, DC – a rally for prevention services and care.  Matt Lesieur suggested submitting a poster on the US response to the HIV epidemic with a focus on community planning.

Public Comment: Billy Fields asked how often people would be offered an HIV test.  Testing will be regularly offered, but not on a weekly basis.  Yves Gebhardt noted the importance of oral care.  He also stated that a class action lawsuit has been filed against HASA and that individuals wishing to obtain more information should contact Ms. Sanchez at (212) 577-3001, ext. 608 or at ssanchez@hivlawproject.org

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned. 
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